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Abstract 

Credit risk assessment, management and reporting are central to the bank lending process. This publication 

argues that new requirements related to the reporting of specific indicators related to sustainability will be a driver of 

change in bank lending. The role of ESG factors will become more and more significant, which requires banks to 

implement in the evaluation criteria of their lending process an ESG assessment of the financed businesses in the 

context of the EU taxonomy for sustainable activity. The results of the research show that there are significant 

differences between the studied Bulgarian banks in terms of their reported asset ratios that are or are not within the 

scope of the taxonomy. This leads to the conclusion that assessing the specific ESG risks of financed businesses will be 

a serious challenge for banks. 
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Introduction  

At the current stage of economic development, sustainability is becoming one of the 

mandatory characteristics of modern business and provides competitive advantages to those 

businesses that succeed to implement sustainable practices as part of their business model. Financial 

institutions are also involved in this process, as apart from implementing sustainability in their own 

business practices, they also have the obligation to exercise a kind of external control regarding the 

qualities of their clients in the financing process. It is known that bank lending is one of the main 

forms of business financing. In this regard, it can be said that the assessment, management and 

reporting of credit risk occupy a central place in the process of bank lending. The presence of 

requirements regarding sustainable lending laid down in a number of EU regulatory documents 

makes this process even more significant and demanding attention. 

This publication argues that new requirements related to the reporting of specific indicators 

related to sustainability will be a driver of change in bank lending. The role of ESG factors will 

become increasingly significant, which requires banks to implement in the evaluation criteria of 

their financed activities an ESG assessment of the financed businesses in the context of the EU 

taxonomy for sustainable activity. The purpose of the publication is to clarify the role of ESG 

factors in the bank lending process in the context of the existing requirements in the EU and to 

analyze the state of the main Bulgarian banks with regard to the reporting of bank-specific 

indicators in the bank lending process. 

 

1. Regulatory framework of ESG reporting in banks. 

Banks have been at the center of numerous legislative sustainability reporting initiatives in 

recent years, and the focus on their operations continues to evolve. The whole process of creating 

sustainable finance in the EU started with the adoption of one of the key legal acts in the field of 

sustainable finance at the EU level, which is Regulation (EU) 2020/852 of the European Parliament 

and of the Council of 18 June 2020 on the creation of framework for facilitating sustainable 

investment (known as the Taxonomy Regulation) and amending Regulation (EU) 2019/2088. Later 

in 2021, the European Green Deal was adopted, and in April of the same year, the European Union 

adopted a Sustainable Financing Package, the aim of which is to guide the private investments that 

should be made in the transition to a climate-neutral economy. As part of the 2022 Sustainable 
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Finance Package, the EU finally adopted the new Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive 

(CSRD), which is due to enter into force from 2024 and replace the current Directive 2014/95/EU 

(NFRD). 

As stated in par.6 of the EU Taxonomy Regulation, to successfully redirect capital flows 

towards sustainable investment practices and achieve sustainable and inclusive growth, it is crucial 

to establish a unified classification system for sustainable activities. It is the classification of 

sustainable activities that will play an essential role in the future, as in practice it defines which of 

the bank-financed activities will be classified as sustainable and which will not. It is therefore also 

shared the view that the EU Taxonomy aims to become an important tool for channeling capital 

flows so that these objectives can be achieved. As the EBF and UNEP FI point out, the EU 

taxonomy has become one of the most important components of the sustainable finance regulatory 

agenda. (European Banking Federation, UNEP FI, & EY, 2022) 

In this regard, it is important to point out that par. 40 of Regulation (EU) 2020/852 states 

that an economic activity should not be qualified as ecologically sustainable if it causes more harm 

to the environment than benefits. (EC, 2020) An economic activity should be qualified as 

contributing substantially to one or more of the environmental objectives provided for in this 

regulation, when this activity directly helps other activities to make a substantial contribution to one 

or more such objectives. (EC, 2020) It is clearly stated that such enabling activities should not result 

in a tie-up with assets that impede long-term environmental objectives given the economic life cycle 

of those assets. Also, ancillary activities must have a significant positive impact on the environment 

based on life cycle considerations. 

In Art. 2 of the regulation a definition of environmentally sustainable investment is given. 

An investment in one or more economic activities that qualify as environmentally sustainable 

according to this regulation is considered as such. The criteria for whether a given economic 

activity is sustainable are specified in Art. 3, namely: 

•  contributes substantially to one or more of the environmental objectives provided for 

in the Regulation; 

•  does not significantly harm any of the environmental objectives; 

•  is carried out in accordance with the minimum guarantees established in Article 18 

of the Regulation; and 

•  meets the technical verification criteria established by the Commission in accordance 

with Article 10 of the Regulation. 

The Regulation introduces a requirement to create technical criteria for verification. These 

criteria should set out the minimum requirements necessary to avoid significant harm to other 

objectives, including using as a basis any minimum requirements established in EU law. 

It is assumed that financial institutions will have to change their sustainability reporting 

policies in connection with the introduction of CSRD from 2024, as already under the current 

NFRD, banks are among the companies that fall under the scope of NFRD and which must disclose 

additional information regarding the EU Taxonomy. For this reason and in order to supplement 

Article 8 of the EU Taxonomy Regulation, on 6 July 2021 the European Commission published a 

Delegated Act on Article 8 which introduces a requirement on the disclosures expected of financial 

and non-financial undertakings, which includes KPIs and reporting templates that financial and 

non-financial institutions should use to reveal how sustainable their operations really are. According 

to these requirements, the main KPI for banks is the Green Asset Ratio (GAR), which shows the 

ratio of exposures related to taxonomy-compliant activities compared to the total covered assets of 

those banks. Interpreted another way, GAR effectively shows the "green part" of their share of 

"sustainable loans" meeting the criteria of the EU taxonomy compared to most of the balance sheet 

assets represented in the bank book. The exhaustive list of KPIs for banks is set out in Annex V to 

the Article 8 Disclosure Delegated Act. Brühl believes that the purpose of the new KPIs for banks is 
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to give investors an indication of the extent to which the financial institution's economic activities 

are according to the taxonomy. (Brühl, 2023) He points out that it is the disaggregation of the GAR 

into separate indicators (components) - a ratio of green assets covering exposures to non-financial 

enterprises (GARNF), to retail customers (GARRE) and to financial enterprises (GARFU) - that 

allows detailed analysis of the GAR drivers and makes the interdependencies between the various 

GAR components more transparent. (Brühl, 2023) 

The brief analysis of the mentioned provisions shows that, in relation to the banks, the 

benefits of the disclosure of information in the sense of Article 8 can be in two directions: 

• such disclosure could help them understand their client's level of alignment with the 

EU taxonomy; and 

•  helps them fulfill their obligations under Article 8 of the Regulation. 

In May 2021 European Banking Authority (EBA) has published a report with the findings of 

its first EU-wide pilot study on climate risk. According to the results of this report, the average 

green asset ratio (GAR) is 7.9% in a sample of 29 banks from ten EU countries aligned with the EU 

taxonomy. The EBA's scenario analysis shows that the impact of climate-related risks in banks 

varies in magnitude and is concentrated in some specific sectors. Scenario analysis tools are 

developing rapidly and further progress should be made in modeling the transmission channels of 

climate risk shocks to bank balance sheets. (EBA, 2021) 

In January 2022, the EBA published its final draft Implementing Technical Standards (ITS) 

on the implementation of Pillar 3, which relates to environmental, social and governance risk 

disclosures. These final draft standards include information that can be compared to explain how 

climate change may contribute to amplifying other risks related to the presentation of information in 

the financial statements of financial institutions. (European Banking Authority , 2022) It also looks 

at how institutions seek to mitigate these risks, including GAR, for exposures financing taxonomy-

compliant activities, such as those that are consistent with the objectives of the Paris Agreement. 

The specific regulatory requirement for the development of the standards is indicated in 

Article 449a of the Capital Requirements Regulation (CRR), according to which the EBA is 

authorized to develop draft technical standards for implementation. These standards should achieve 

the definition of uniform disclosure formats and associated instructions in accordance with which 

the disclosures required by Part Eight of the CRR are made (European Banking Authority, 2022). 

Undoubtedly, the goal is to harmonize disclosures, and through the use of uniform formats, the aim 

is to report sufficiently comprehensive and comparable information for the users of this information 

to have a basis to assess the risk profiles of the institutions. 

Due to the limited scope of the GAR for banks, the European Banking Authority requires 

reporting of the entire bank portfolio, which is mandatory for Pillar 3 banks. The disclosure metric 

is called the Banking Book Taxonomy Alignment Ratio (BTAR), which unlike the GAR is based 

on all loans, the entire bank portfolio. ESG risk disclosure is a vital tool to promote market 

discipline, enabling stakeholders to assess banks' ESG-related risks and sustainable financial 

strategy. The EBA ESG Pillar 3 package will help address the shortcomings of institutions' current 

ESG disclosures at EU level by setting out mandatory and consistent disclosure requirements, 

including detailed templates, tables and related instructions. It will also help establish best practices 

at an international level. We also accept the higher reach of BTAR as a serious tool that has the 

potential to deliver on those interested countries wider look on sustainability and will encouraged 

the institutions Yes understand sustainability on theirs lending for SMEs. The focus that BTAR 

places on SMEs, too so will gave some incentives on the institutions Yes them support, as well as 

others corporations outside the NFRD in the process on transition, so like these efforts are reflected 

in BTAR. 

Due to the nature of the new requirements and with the aim of uniform application of the EU 

taxonomy, the European Banking Federation in cooperation with the United Nations Environment 

Program - Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) have prepared a handbook "Practical approaches to 
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applying the EU taxonomy to bank lending" ( European Banking Federation , UNEP FI, & EY, 

2022). The EU taxonomy sets out three general requirements for an activity to be considered 

environmentally sustainable. This is determined by the regulatory text as well as secondary 

legislation (delegated acts), the latter of which defines the more technical parameters: 

• The economic activity must significantly contribute to at least one of the six 

environmental objectives set out in Article 9 of the EU Taxonomy Regulation; 

• The economic activity must not cause significant harm (DNSH) to any of the other 

five environmental objectives; 

• An economic activity must meet the minimum safety measures, which in practice 

means that Art. 18 of the EU Taxonomy Regulation, according to which, in order to 

comply with the minimum safeguards, such procedures must be implemented by the 

enterprise that ensure compliance with the OECD Guidelines for Multinational 

Enterprises and the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights , as well 

as compliance with fundamental principles and rights at work and the International 

Bill of Human Rights. 

The specified requirements should also be considered in the light of their financial and 

accounting dimensions in relation to the requirements for disclosure of credit risk in the line of 

IFRS 7, according to which credit risk is defined as the risk that one party to a financial instrument 

will cause a loss to the other party, by defaulting on its obligation (IFRS 7), as the risk of default for 

banks increases given the requirements that are placed on the activities of financed businesses with 

the new regulatory requirements. 

 

2. ESG factors in bank lending. 

After the European Union took the political decision to transition to a "green economy" and 

introduced a number of requirements regarding the activities of banks, the issue of the role of ESG 

factors in bank lending and the risks associated with them stands out. 

Benabou and Tyrol (Benabou & Tirole, 2009) identify three main motives for the 

development of ESG activities in corporations: (1) the company undertakes ESG activities to 

maximize its long-term profit; (2) the company acts philanthropically to achieve the social goals of 

stakeholders; and (3) the company engages in ESG activities to reflect the own desires of senior 

management or board members. Azmi et al. 's analysis is similarly structured, according to which 

environmental activities have the greatest effect on bank value. They examine the channels through 

which ESG activity affects bank value and find a positive relationship between ESG activity on the 

one hand and cash flows and performance on the other. However, we believe that these theories are 

not applicable in our case, since banks do not determine their ESG activities in the field of lending 

themselves, but rather are forced to implement them in their activity due to the presence of 

regulatory requirements for them (Azmi et al., 2021). 

Palmieri et al. do research on a sample of 211 European registered companies for the period 

from 2013 to 2022 as analyze t the mitigator effect on the probability from default on companies 

tied to ESG performance of the company, combined with the industry and the presence in a specific 

stock exchange index. The results show that improvements in companies' environmental 

assessments reduce the probability of default. From the banks' perspective, the authors say they 

favor a holistic approach that integrates ESG scores into industry- or stock-index-adjusted lending 

practices. Moreover, the authors consider that the regulators must Yes support the wide acceptance 

on ESG indicators at the assessment on credit risk . (Palmieri, Ferilli, Stefanelli, Geretto, & Polato, 

2023) 

Ahmed, Ahmed & Hasan (Ahmed, Ahmed, & Hasan, 2018) examine the motivations and 

outcomes of incorporating ESG criteria into bank lending. The survey findings show that banks 

mostly report qualitatively on key environmental, social and governance factors as defined by 
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regulators. They are lagging behind in addressing the advanced ESG criteria required for 

sustainable and effective credit risk management. Based on the motivation to incorporate ESG 

factors, they find that banks that pioneer ESG factors in their lending decisions have better financial 

performance. Here again, the authors expect more pragmatic steps to be taken to quantitatively 

incorporate ESG risk factors into the lending decision-making process. 

At the same time, in its research, the rating agency Fitch reveals that part of the banks refer 

to the companies you are policies and regulations like the most common basic engines for turn on of 

ESG in their processes on lending. An interesting fact is that reputational risks are listed as 

important factors for assessing ESG risks in their activities, a a few banks indicate pressure on those 

interested countries or the investors like their main engine for evaluation of ESG risk (Fitch, 2020). 

The question of the importance of ESG risks and their inclusion in the assessment of credit 

risk by banks is key in the research of Brogi, Lagasio and Porretta (Brogi, Lagasio, & Porretta, 

2022) They believe that the integration of environmental, social and governance (ESG) factors into 

credit risk assessment articulates the new border for credit risk management as regulators and 

investors increasingly require banks to target lending to "sustainable" borrowers and ultimately 

account promote sustainable growth. The findings show that higher ESG awareness is strongly 

associated with better creditworthiness (represented by Altman's Z-score). According to the 

research, high ESG awareness scores are strongly associated with reducing a firm's credit risk. 

The significant role of ESG risks in bank lending is indicated by the fact that on October 12, 

2023, the EBA published report regarding the role on environmental and social risks in the 

prudential frame on the credit ones institutions and investment intermediaries . The report states that 

the ecological and social risks change the risky one profile for the bank sector and se expects Yes 

become more prominent with current on the weather. They affect the traditional financial risks 

categories such as credit, market and operational risk (European Banking Authority, 2023). 

Therefore, environmental, and social factors can affect both the risks faced by individual 

institutions and the financial stability of the entire financial system, since according to data from the 

quarterly report of the BNB as of 30.06.2023, loans represent 65% of the total value of assets in the 

balance sheets of banks in Bulgaria. (BNB, 2023) In the context of future banking policy, these new 

requirements mean that, in practice, banks will be forced Yes review the probabilities for default 

and losses and assessment of expected credit losses in the sense of IFRS 9, as well as the risk 

weights which _ enter the determination on this how much capital set aside for each client's 

account. All of this could be crucial for those sectors of the economy that generate large quantities 

harmful emissions. 

In relation to the potential impacts on risk management strategies as a result of the 

introduced regulations, Cepni et al . note that financial institutions should focus on climate-friendly 

projects, as climate risk appears to be a price risk factor in capital markets (Cepni, Demirer & 

Rognone, 2022). Similar conclusions regarding the effects of introducing ESG practices in the 

operations of banks share Chiaramonte et al ., and their results show that after the introduction of 

the NFRD, the overall ESG score, as well as its sub-pillars , reduce bank volatility during periods of 

financial distress. This stabilizing effect applies strongly to banks with higher ESG ratings.  

(Chiaramonte, Dreassi, Girardone & Pisera, 2022) 

At the same time, banks must meet the ever-increasing demands on them in the expectation 

that they will play the role of a major transformer of economic processes towards a "green" 

economy by directing capital flows to sustainable activities at the expense of those that do not meet 

the criteria for sustainability. In this regard, the new short-term actions proposed by the EBA for the 

next three years are as follows (European Banking Authority, 2023): 

➢ Incorporating environmental risks as part of the stress testing programs in both the Internal 

Ratings Approaches (IRB) and the Internal Model Approaches (IMA) within the 

Fundamental Review of the Trading Portfolio (FRTB); 
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➢ Encouraging the inclusion of environmental and social factors as part of external credit 

assessments by credit rating agencies; 

➢ Encouraging the inclusion of environmental and social factors as part of the requirements for 

due diligence and valuation of real estate collateral; 

➢ To require institutions to determine whether environmental and social factors are causes of 

operational risk losses; 

➢ Progressive development of environmental concentration risk indicators as part of 

supervisory reporting. 

We believe that banks can use the taxonomy and new macroprudential regulations to 

identify and promote sustainable financial products, such as green mortgage financing or loans for 

energy-efficient building renovations and upgrades. This tool can also help banks comply with 

regulatory requirements related to disclosing the impact of their activities on the environment and 

integrate sustainability into their risk management processes, but with detailed disclosure of specific 

data about these processes, as otherwise they risk being accused of "Greenwashing". 

 

3. Study of the banks in Bulgaria - scope, methodology and results. 

The scope of the study includes the banks from the first group according to the quarterly 

bulletin of the BNB as of 30.06.2023: United Bulgarian bank, DSK bank, UniCredit Bulbank, 

Eurobank Bulgaria and First Investment Bank. It is stated in the methodological notes of the BNB 

that the first group everything consists of from the five biggest banks up basis on the general ones 

them assets to everyone reported period. We believe that the selected sample is significant and 

representative of the considered industry, since the market share on the five significant banking 

institutions (according to the criteria of the ECB) at the end on June represents 68,1% of the assets 

on the bank system according to BNB data (БНБ, 2023). 

The main information source for the research is the annual financial reports of the banks for 

2022 and the annual reports on their activities (in particular the non-financial declarations of the 

banks), considering the main indicators in the field of ESG reporting and of importance in the 

formation of the credit policy and the definition of the ESG risks in the credit process of the 

respective bank. 

The empirical part of the study aims to reveal to what extent the studied banks apply Art. 8 

of Regulation 2020/852 (Taxonomy Regulation). In the context of this, a requirement has been 

introduced for banks to report how and to what extent the lending process fits into the definition of 

sustainable activities, and for this purpose they must disclose information on the GAR (Green Asset 

Ration) indicator in relation to the activities of the bank's borrowers eligible under the taxonomy. In 

this way, the banks will fulfill a part of their commitment under the declaration of how and to what 

extent their activities are associated with environmentally sustainable economic activities. 

A specific feature of the introduced requirements is that they are applied in separate stages, 

such as from January 1, 2022 to December 31, 2023, banks should only disclose the eligibility of 

the climate change mitigation and adaptation taxonomy. After 1 January 2024, they should now also 

disclose key performance indicators in accordance with the Taxonomy Regulation in relation to all 

environmental objectives, and reporting can be on an individual and/or consolidated basis. 

 

Table 1. 2022 NFRD Taxonomy Regulation 

Indicator UBB DSK 

Bank 

Uni 

credit 

Bulba

nk* 

Euro 

Bank 

Bulgaria 

FI 

Bank 

Assets related activities _ in charge on the 

conditions on the taxonomy / Amount on 

Covered assets 

39% 16.3% 34% 28.79% 13% 
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Indicator UBB DSK 

Bank 

Uni 

credit 

Bulba

nk* 

Euro 

Bank 

Bulgaria 

FI 

Bank 

Assets related to activities not in the line of the 

conditions on the taxonomy / Amount on 

Covered assets 

32.84% 30.94% 43.5% 71.21% 70% 

Assets related to unobligated enterprises for 

NFRD / General sum on the assets 

24.93% 30.11% 40.6% 28.53% 55% 

Derivatives / General sum on the assets 0.03% 0.34% 0.3% 0.18% 0% 

Assets for trading and interbank credits on 

request / General sum on the assets 

0.73% 10.25% 8.4% 1.6% - 

Governments, Central banks, supranational 

issuers / General assets 

32.76% 22.07% 15% 17.4% 22% 

* Data are from UniCredit Group Integrated Report for 2022 and are not comparable 

Source: Financial statements and Annual Reports of the surveyed banks for 2022. 

 

The results in Table 1 show a different degree of coverage of the assets that are related to 

activities corresponding to the taxonomy or the so-called "green" activities. The percentage of 

coverage varies between 13% and 39% for different banks, showing significant differences between 

them and a difference of three times in the coverage of "green" assets between the banks with the 

highest and lowest coverage. A similar conclusion was drawn by Bobeva et al. in researching the 

management of risks related to climate change by Bulgarian banks in 2021. In this regard, Bobeva 

et al. accept that the assessment of climate-related risks is yet to converge across banks and that the 

differences are due to the early stages of regulatory compliance rather than significant differences in 

banks' climate risk profiles (Bobeva, Zhelyazkova, Aleksandrova-Zlatinska, & Palyova, 2023). We 

take the view that banks are still adapting to regulatory requirements and this is part of a step-based 

model. However, such a finding could not be accepted unequivocally given the fact that a 

significant part of the assets of some banks do not meet the requirements of the taxonomy on the 

one hand, and at the same time between 25% and 50% of borrower enterprises are not obliged to 

report information within the meaning of the Non-Financial Reporting Directive (NFRD). In this 

regard, it can also be assumed that in some banks the concentration of risk is rather higher, as these 

banks are challenged to make their own assessment regarding the extent to which the activities, they 

finance fall into the scope of "green" activities in the sense of the taxonomy. 

We consider the latter particularly important in the future, as the "green" pressure on banks 

will increase given the role of bank lending, especially in countries with underdeveloped capital 

markets and other sources of financing, and the fact that the transformation of economies is 

supposed to be through the rules for financing. The presence of activities in part of the enterprises 

that cannot cover the "green" criterion may prove to be a key argument for future provisions and 

write-downs by the banks regarding their exposures when applying IFRS 9, which will have a direct 

effect on the bank's financial results and performance. 

For the purposes of this research, in connection with the assessment of ESG risks to banks, 

we used the platform of Morningstar Sustainalytics, which provides high quality, analytical, 

environmental, social and governance (ESG) research, ratings and data on institutional investors 

and companies. The company is recognized for best supplier of ESG research and data from 

Environmental Finance and Investment Week. Given the specificity of the studied region, a data for 

Bulgarian banks was not found in the Sustainalytics platform. Given the fact that four of the 

examined banks from the first group of the BNB are owned by foreign banking groups, we 

examined the complex assessment related to ESG risks regarding the activity of the parent banking 

groups of the Bulgarian banks. Regarding First Investment Bank AD, no information was found on 

the Sustainalytics platform. 
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Figure 1. Assessment of ESG risks of the surveyed banks. 

Source: Sustainalytics (www. sustainalytics.com) 

 

Information on the assessment of ESG risks shows that the risk ratings of all surveyed 

banking groups are low. This can be due both to activities that have not yet been transformed in the 

direction of ESG, and to objective facts from the structure of their credit portfolios, which, at least 

according to data from the latest EBA study for 2021, is confirmed. The results achieved by 

Bulgarian banks also fit into the general context of the results of the pilot study of the European 

Banking Authority (EBA) in 2021 on a sample of 29 volunteer banks from 10 countries, 

representing 50% of the total assets of the banking sector in the EU. The first estimate of the 

starting point of the Aggregate Green Asset Ratio (GAR) for all surveyed banks stands at 7.9%. 

The presented results of the examined banks force the conclusion that those of them who 

claim to have implemented ESG as part of their strategy should track the impact of their loans, 

investments and other products in order to be able to provide objective evidence of their "green " 

politics. Otherwise, they can easily be accused of "green washing". 

We believe that despite the significant share of loans for non-financial enterprises, which 

according to BNB data as of 30.06.2023 represent 43.2% of all loans provided, serious attention 

should also be paid to loans for households, whose share is also significant - 33.7%. This issue will 

be the subject of a separate study, but in the context of the concept of sustainable finance and the 

taxonomy, important questions should be raised as to how sustainable household lending activities 

will be defined as sustainable, and whether this would lead to a major change in the structure of the 

banks' credit portfolios, which may reflect much higher levels of credit risk. 

Our analysis directly corresponds to that published by the EBA report regarding the role on 

environmental and social risks in the prudential frame on the credit institutions and investment 

intermediaries. As we already noted in this one report everything does evaluation on the way _ 

which the current one prudential frame covers environmental and social risks (European Banking 

Authority, 2023). 

 

Conclusion 

Due to the limited volume, the indicators of only the banks from the first group according to 

the BNB have been analyzed in this report, and the potential effects of the application of the 

regulatory requirements in the banks and the implementation of these requirements in the activities 

of the banks in the EU will not be considered. 
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The concept of sustainability, which has become more and more important in recent years, 

incl. and through institutionalized actions, needs serious support and reaching a certain level of 

thinking from the management of all companies, incl. of the banks. The development of a 

framework for reporting by financial institutions in the EU is another challenge in the field of 

reporting on ESG factors and sustainability in general, since the lack of a framework and standards 

to cover it is a prerequisite for the emergence of heterogeneous practices that would lead to 

generating data and information that would be incomparable and would not achieve the purpose for 

which they were created. 

We believe that attempts to enforce sustainability through legal regulation at the EU level 

aim to achieve a transformation that requires a change in thinking and perceptions of business on 

the part of management. It is absolutely imperative to understand that the ESG concept and the risks 

associated with its introduction represent a transformation that needs innovative thinking and a 

large-scale change in the entire organization of banks' activities and accountability. ESG efforts 

extend downstream in the activities that are financed by the bank, but also upstream in products and 

services acquired through the supply chain. 

Moreover, ESG risks have the potential to even change a bank's risk profile, with the EBA 

report expected to become more prominent over time. It is inevitable that these changes will also 

affect the traditional categories of financial risks, such as credit, market and operational risk. 

Therefore, we believe that environmental and social factors and the risks associated with them 

should be the subject of special analysis and inclusion in the general framework for credit risk 

assessment, since their importance can lead to serious changes not only in individual banks, but also 

throughout the banking system. 

 

References 

1. Azmi, W., Hassan, M. Kabir, Housto, R., Karim, M. (2021). ESG activities and banking 

performance: International evidence from emerging economies. Journal of International 

Financial Markets, Institutions & Money, 70, 101277. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.intfin.2020.101277. 

2. BNB. (2023). Bankite v Balgariya (April - Yuni 2023). Sofiya. [Online] Available from: 

https://www.bnb.bg/bnbweb/groups/public/documents/bnb_publication/pub_b_in_b_2023_06_b

g.pdf [Accessed 17/10/2023]. 

3. Bobeva, D., Zhelyazkova, V., Aleksandrova-Zlatanska, S., & Palyova, Ya. (2023). Prehodat 

kam zelena ikonomika na evropeyskiya sayuz i predizvikatelstva pred finansoviya sektor i 

publichnite finansi na Balgariya. Plovdiv: UI Paisiy Hilendarski. [Online] Available from: 

https://www.iki.bas.bg/files/FULL_END__%D0%97%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD

%20%D0%BF%D1%80%D0% BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82_ISBN-i.pdf [Accessed 

10/10/2023]. 

4. EC (2020). Regulation (EU) 2020/852 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 June 

2020 on the establishment of a framework to facilitate sustainable investment, and amending 

Regulation (EU) 2019/2088. L 198/13. 

5. IFRS 7 - Financial instruments: Disclosures, Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1126/2008 of 

November 3, 2008 for acceptance on some international accounting standards in accordance 

with Regulation (EC) No. 1606/2002 of European parliament and of the Council. EU, Official 

Journal. 

6. Ahmed, S., Ahmed, S., & Hasan, I. (2018). Why banks should consider ESG risk factors in 

bank lending? Banks and Bank Systems, 13(3), 71-80. DOI: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/bbs.13(3).2018.07. 

7. Benabou, R., & Tirole, J. (2009). Individual and Corporate Social Responsibility. Ecomonica. 

doi: https ://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0335.2009.00843.x 

https://www.bnb.bg/bnbweb/groups/public/documents/bnb_publication/pub_b_in_b_2023_06_bg.pdf
https://www.bnb.bg/bnbweb/groups/public/documents/bnb_publication/pub_b_in_b_2023_06_bg.pdf


IZVESTIA JOURNAL OF THE UNION OF SCIENTISTS - VARNA 

216 ECONOMIC SCIENCES SERIES,   vol.12   №1   2023 

 

8. Brogi, M., Lagasio, V., & Porretta, P. (2022). Be good to be wise: Environmental, Social, and 

Governance awareness as a potential credit risk mitigation factor. Journal of International 

Financial Management & Accounting, 33(3), 522-547. DOI : 10.1111/jifm.12156. 

9. Brühl, V. (2023). The Green Asset Ratio (GAR): a new key performance indicator for credit 

institutions. Eurasian Economic Review (13), 57-83. doi:https ://doi.org/10.1007/s40822-023-

00224-0. 

10. Cepni, O., Demirer, R., & Rognone, L. (2022). Hedging climate risks with green assets. 

Economics Letters. doi: https ://doi.org/10.1016/j.econlet.2022.110312. 

11. Chiaramonte, L., Dreassi, A., Girardone, C., & Pisera , S. (2022). Do ESG strategies enhance 

bank stability during financial turmoil? Evidence from Europe. The European Journal of 

Finance, 28 (12), 1173-1211. doi: https ://doi.org/10.1080/1351847X.2021.1964556. 

12. EBA (2021, May 21). EBA publishes results of EU-wide pilot exercise on climate risk . [Online] 

Available from: https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-publishes-results-eu-wide-pilot-exercise-

climate-risk [Accessed 29/09/2023]. 

13. European Banking Authority (EBA). (2022, 1 23). EBA publishes binding standards on Pillar 3 

disclosures on ESG risks. [Online] Available from: EBA: https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-

publishes-binding-standards-pillar-3-disclosures-esg-risks [Accessed 05/10/20123]. 

14. European Banking Federation, UNEP FI, & EY. (2022, 5 20). Practical Approaches to Applying 

the EU Taxonomy to Bank Lending. [Online] Available from: 

https://www.unepfi.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Practical-Approaches-to-

Applying-the-EU-Taxonomy-to-Bank-Lending-2022 .pdf [Accessed 02/10/20123]. 

15. European Banking Authority. (2023). Report On The Role Of Environmental And Social Risks 

In The Prudential Framework EBA/REP/2023/34. Paris: EBA.  

16. European Banking Authority. (2023). The EBA recommends enhancements to the Pillar 1 

framework to capture environmental and social risks. [Online] Available from: European 

Banking Authority (EBA): https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-recommends-enhancements-pillar-1-

framework-capture-environmental-and-social-risks [Accessed 12/10/20123]. 

17. Fitch. (2020). ESG Has Growing Infl uence on Bank Lending to Corporates. [Online] Available 

from:https://www.fitchratings.com/research/banks/esg-has-growing-influence-on-bank-lending-

to-corporates-07-01-2020 [Accessed 12/10/20123]. 

18. Palmieri, E., Ferilli, G., Stefanelli, V., Geretto, E., & Polato, M. (2023). Assessing the influence 

of ESG score, industry, and stock index on firm default risk: A sustainable bank lending 

perspective. Finance Research Letters, 57, 104274. doi: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.frl.2023.104274. 

 

https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-publishes-results-eu-wide-pilot-exercise-climate-risk
https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-publishes-results-eu-wide-pilot-exercise-climate-risk
https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-publishes-binding-standards-pillar-3-disclosures-esg-risks
https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-publishes-binding-standards-pillar-3-disclosures-esg-risks
https://www.unepfi.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Practical-Approaches-to-Applying-the-EU-Taxonomy-to-Bank-Lending-2022.pdf
https://www.unepfi.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Practical-Approaches-to-Applying-the-EU-Taxonomy-to-Bank-Lending-2022.pdf
https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-recommends-enhancements-pillar-1-framework-capture-environmental-and-social-risks
https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-recommends-enhancements-pillar-1-framework-capture-environmental-and-social-risks

